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FALL RIVER, MA - On Tuesday, December 22, 2020 HealthFirst Family Care Center, Inc. 
received its initial shipment of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.  HealthFirst employees began 
receiving their vaccines at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, December 23.  It is anticipated that all 
employees who have elected to receive the vaccine will be vaccinated by the end of the first 
week of January, 2021. 
 
Moderna received Food and Drug Administration (FDA) emergency use authorization for its 
COVID-19 vaccine on December 18th.  Data has shown that the vaccine, which requires two 
injections given 28 days apart, has an efficacy rate of 94.1%. The federal government has 
committed to providing the vaccine at no cost to all individuals who want the vaccine.  
 
Said Ms. Julie Almond, Chief Executive Officer, who received her vaccination on December 
23, “We will be forever grateful to our frontline heroes who for almost ten months have worked 
tirelessly, putting themselves at risk in service to others in our community.  This miracle of 
science provides a light at the end of the tunnel and brings the promise of a safer, healthier 
tomorrow.” 
 
Also receiving his vaccine on December 23, Dr. Eric R. Vaught, Chief Medical Officer, said “It 
is truly a remarkable scientific accomplishment that within nine months we have COVID 
vaccines approved by the Food and Drug Administration and ready for distribution to our staff 
and patients. While we must remain vigilant in following the public health measures of social 
distancing and wearing masks, the vaccine gives us hope that the end of the pandemic may be 
within sight.”    

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
received his Moderna shot at approximately 10 a.m. ET on Tuesday, December 22 at the 
National Institutes of Health Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.  Dr. Fauci said that publicly 
getting the vaccine "is as a symbol to the rest of the country."  He continued, "I feel extreme 
confidence in the safety and the efficacy of this vaccine and I want to encourage everyone who 
has the opportunity, to get vaccinated so that we can have a veil of protection over this country 
that will end this pandemic." 

HealthFirst patients are encouraged to check the health care center’s website and FaceBook 
page for details concerning when they can begin making appointments to receive their 
vaccines. In scheduling patients, HealthFirst will follow the state of Massachusetts’ 
prioritization plan. 
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Ms. Julie Almond, Chief Executive Officer of 
HealthFirst Family Care Center, Inc., 
receives her Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

Dr. Eric R. Vaught, Chief Medical Officer of 
HealthFirst Family Care Center, Inc., 
receives his Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. 

Dr. Anila Khalid, Chief Dental Officer of 
HealthFirst Family Care Center, Inc., 
receives her Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. 

 


